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PRESS RELEASE

MS READaTHON 2010 launched by Harry Potter character ‘Luna Lovegood’

Former MS READaTHON participant and student of Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry urges schools to sign up for MS READaTHON 2010

Dublin, Ireland, Sunday August 29th 2010. The 23rd annual MS READaTHON 2010 was officially launched today by Ireland’s Harry Potter star Evanna Lynch, aka ‘Luna Lovegood’. Evanna participated in several previous MS READaTHON’s and urged teachers and students in schools across the country to sign up for this year’s campaign. Schools will be contacted this week commencing August 30th with information brochure and entry forms. The reading period takes place for one month from October 15th 2010. 
The MS READaTHON is the biggest school-based reading initiative in Ireland and the key annual fundraising campaign of Multiple Sclerosis Ireland, the services, information and research society supporting people affected by MS. Last year more than 25,000 children in 686 schools participated, reading an incredible 500,000 books between them and raising more than €1 million for people with MS. 
Cheryl Gunning, MS READaTHON Manager commented: “We are encouraging school children and their principals, teachers and parents to get involved with MS READaTHON and to meet or better the outstanding achievements of previous years in support of the thousands affected by MS in Ireland. And of course in addition to raising funds for people with MS, participating schools are taking the opportunity to encourage reading among young people.”

She continued: “It is very exciting to have our very own Harry Potter character ‘Luna Lovegood’ on board to support the MS READaTHON this year. We extend our thanks and appreciation to Evanna Lynch, herself a previous MS READaTHON reader!”
The 23rd annual MS READaTHON is extending its reach to ‘grown ups’ whether previous participants over the past 22 years or those that will enjoy the opportunity to remember their childhood reading adventures and re-read forgotten classics. The MS READaTHON Facebook nostalgia campaign entitled ‘D’ya Remember’ launched over the weekend and will feature classic children’s book lists, polls, quizzes and ideas for ‘reading to raise for a wordy cause’! Please join on Facebook xxx
For schools around the country, the 23rd MS READaTHON will provide:

· Individual incentives for all participants

· School awards

· 10 per cent of the money raised goes back into much needed resources for each participating school

· The “Great Teacher Holiday draw”

· The MS READaTHON School Library Awards

And lots more...
To get involved with the 2010 MS READaTHON:

Tel:

01 678 1600

Email:
read@msreadathon.ie 
Visit:

www.msreadathon.ie 
Over 8,000 people have MS in Ireland, with thousands more family members affected. Multiple Sclerosis is a chronic, often disabling disease and is the most common disabling neurological condition affecting young people in Ireland. MS can be a physically disabling condition but it can also affect the social, financial and emotional wellbeing of the person with MS.

For more information on MS and MS Ireland, visit our website on www.ms-society.ie, call our information line on 1850 233 233 or email info@ms-society.ie. 
----Ends----

About Multiple Sclerosis:

Multiple Sclerosis is the most common disabling neurological condition in Ireland and affects over 8,000 Irish adults and the many thousands of people that share their lives. MS is a disease that affects the motor, sensory and cognitive functioning of the body. The variance in presence, severity and duration of symptoms coupled with the intermittent and progressive nature of MS impacts not only the person with MS but also family.  
MS Ireland is the only national organisation providing information and support to the whole MS community.  We provide a range of services and resources such as individual and family support; living with MS programmes; national information line 1850 233 233; respite care centre; and a range of information booklets and resources.

Members of the public with any queries relating to MS should call the MS Information Line 1850 233 233. Open Monday to Friday 10am – 2pm.  All calls are strictly confidential.

For further information please contact:

Cathy Riordan / Jamie Good / Dee Murnane
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